Aortic wall sarcoma with tumor emboli and peripheral ischemia: case report with review of literature.
Primary malignant tumors of the aorta are rare, only a handful of isolated cases having been described in the literature. Preoperative diagnosis of these tumors is more the exception than the rule. Diagnosis of aortic tumors is difficult as they can mimic many diverse conditions including atherosclerosis. We report a patient who presented with lower extremity claudication, renal infarction, and diffuse atherosclerosis and who was found to have tumor fragments in blood clots but no evidence of a primary tumor. Immunohistochemistry narrowed the differential diagnosis to a type of sarcoma. Six months later, he developed right flank pain due to a malignant fibrous histiocytoma that involved the abdominal aorta and that had initially manifested as tumor emboli.